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- A jury “of -five. men-: ‘and seven
women was selected yesterday in U.S. -
‘District..Court ' in_ the retxial - of ; two
enti-Castro Cubans charged with the -
1976 car-bombmg ‘assassination of ~
“former- Chilean -ambassador *Orlando -
. Letelier and an-associate, Ronni Kar-

O nmg—;gtatementsx m' the‘

vwere delayed::yesterday; while prose-r

cution : and cdefense: lawyers argued
- over. theuse- at ‘the retrial of tran-
“scripts- of “a* taped. telephone conver-
“sation‘between the government’s. key:-
witness, . Michael - Vernon - Townley, -
" and a friend in-Santiago, Chile, which -
_was disclesed during the Iast week of
the ongmal 1979 tnal. 5

When-z
*ever@ed—\ho convictions:.of . the, two
-Cubans- last September, it also ruled -
that ommmg‘ Judge ; BarringtonD.
-Parker-erred when' herefuaed to allow
defense lawyers _ to - cross-examine -
Townley -about ‘the- conversation. Ac-

' cording. to-defense- transcripts of the ..

teleunon&caﬂ, Townley. made dispar-

ng remarks ‘about Parker-and the .

Jury, and said ‘he-would have friends

- threaten- Parker so - that ;he - would
thhdraw::rom the case....

Yesterday, Townley took the w1t

n%&stand outside the presence of the™>

- jury, and testified that portions of the - +.; Parker said' yesberday_that‘he‘would'
conversation are omitted in the tran- -

" scripts. “The” tape’.of ‘the ‘conversation ..

. wes made available to defense lawyers .

by an attorney-for- the’head .of the -
_ Chilean secret police; known'as DINA. .

“The-origin- of the tape and -how it was_

. made-are unknown, although the tape
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<21, 1976 Townley, an’ "American-born -
b DINA’ agent, ‘testified~at-the originial 4

et et .#"and-Lawrence Dubin contend that the-
e U.S Court of Appeals .

%z ments on the jury:would outweigh any*

‘s’ beheved to have been made m
: 'The two = defendanta Gmllermo
Novo Sampol and- Alvm Ross' Diaz;*
,;are accused of conspiring with six oth-.
fers to wrry Jout-the murder of Lete-:
“ lier, who"was killed-in"a’ midmoming -
“explosion-at Sheridan ‘Circle on Sept. -

.‘,tnar that he recruited "the' Cubans.to33

“help~him carry- out the- plot- at: the‘
du'ectlon of his DINA superiors. 7% =¥

- “The Chilean: courts have refused to;.
extradlte the secret’ police, official and *
.two-operatives indicted in the Let€her=
.. casé. Two other indicted” Cubans are’
* fugitives, > and a thu‘d 'awaltmg g2
retnal. T GSES

Defense lawyers Paul’ ',Goldbergex*‘

transcripts’ of * the. conversatlons <are-
“crucial” - to-their - efforts ito*~ show
:Townley-is biased against-the court.
~.They also argue that the conversatxon
_undercuts his truthfulness as a w1tness
- because :his comments show -a “con-:
" tempt for the judicial system. >- R

Federal ‘prosecutors,’ however, Have™|
"“challenged the authenticity of the tape’
- because of the ‘mystery" sun'oundmg:
“’its origin and contend- that” the prej-2
Ny udicial:- unpact of “ Townley’s : state--

'—{'-value they might hav in. challengmg
h.lS credibility.

‘not allow, defense lawyers- to .question
‘Townley on any statements, he made~
\about :the court:or the Jury,'w}uc}r
“Parker said were f‘mﬂanunato 887
well as irrelevant to the case.
“'The hearing’ on.the transcnp. 3,
expected to-resurme 'boday




